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President’s 
Message
Dear Neighbors,
As I am writing this, the early December 
freeze is ending. Due to the record Feb-
ruary cold spell, many of our revered 
Saguaros are dying. Meanwhile, the 
hated buffelgrass thrives. Nature often 
ignores our desires, yet magnifies our 
mistaken attempts to alter the pre-
existing balance.

Those of you who have attended our 
annual meetings recently know that we 
are attempting to provide interesting 
presentations relating to our area. We are 
also going to shorten the business portion 
of the meeting by summarizing the com-

mittee reports rather than reading them 
in total. (All reports are available for 
detailed review on the LCE website and 
in this newsletter.) If anyone has sugges-
tions for future presentations at annual 
meetings, please let us know. In addition, 
we are always happy to receive your 
photographs, we will use them on our 
website, in our newsletter, or at a slide 
show at the annual meeting.               
!   
Thank you to all who are currently serv-
ing on the board or a committee of La 
Cebadilla. We sincerely need new 
volunteers, not only to allow some of our 
long serving neighbors to have a well-
deserved break, but also to add new ideas 
and fresh energy. Best wishes to all for 
2012.        

Sincerely,
Timothy Demers,
LCE President
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Eduardo Carrillo, c. 1930, original 
owner of the La Cebadilla cattle ranch. 
See article on pp. 9-11.
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Board Meetings
Held at 7:00 pm at Tanque Verde 
Elementary School, 2600 N. Fennimore. If 
you plan on attending a meeting, please 
contact the President to make sure it has 
not been cancelled. 

January 9                                 September 10
February 13                                    October 8
March 12                       Annual Meeting:
April 9                                   November 12
May 14                                      December 10

Annual Events
Family Lake Party                       April 15 
                                              (provisional)
Holiday Party                       December 2

Architectural Committee
The Architectural Committee received 
and approved eight applications during 
the period from November 2010 through 
October 2011. The applications included:  

1 New Residence Final Plans
1 Corral/Horse Shade
1 Entrance Gate
1 Courtyard Expansion
1 Fence Relocation
1 Exterior Paint Color

In addition to the above approvals, the 
committee submitted recommendations 
on a setback variance request, and mon-
itored completion of several projects 
previously approved.
Arvie Lake,
Chairperson

Deed Restrictions
The Deed Restrictions Committee reviews 
complaints that are received from resi-
dents regarding possible violations of the 
Declarations of Restrictions and makes 
recommendations to the Board. During 
the twelve months since the last annual 
meeting, the Committee received two 
formal complaints and several informal 
inquiries. Letters were sent to the owners 
regarding apparent violations.    

The Committee continues to receive 
questions and complaints involving con-
struction of improvements without first 
obtaining approval from the Architectural 
Committee. The DR Committee wishes to 
remind all residents that any improve-
ments or construction on a lot must first 
be submitted to and approved by the 
Architectural Committee, and if they are 
not, any such unapproved items can 
automatically be considered violations of 
the Declarations. THIS INCLUDES ALL 
VISIBLE SOLAR INSTALLATIONS, NO 
MATTER WHAT THE CONTRACTOR 
TELLS YOU. In addition, complaints 
have been received this year relating to 
driving of motorized vehicles such as 
ATVs on the trails and in the washes. The 
Declarations prohibit the driving of any 
motorized vehicle on the trails, and there 
are laws that prohibit or restrict the driv-
ing of ATVs in the washes, on the roads, 
or even on private land.
Timothy F. Demers,
Chairperson

Community Trails Committee
We have put “LC trails” on some of the 
rocks with spray paint to assist in locating 
the trails. We have trimmed many of the 

bushes on the trails. I have also reported 
one of our best volunteers for using a 
boat in the lake so I guess I have been 
doing my job. We are still having some 
trouble with the water bottles from 
Tanque Verde Ranch but nothing like we 
did last year. The new signs are holding 
up and I have not had to replace any of 
them with the past storms. I also plan to 
clean trails on the north side of Redington 
Rd. 
Cindy Cusack,
Chairperson

Directory Committee 
In the last printing of the Directory, the 
maps (aside from the lot and trail map) 
and the Declaration of Restrictions were 
omitted at a considerable saving to the 
HOA. These are all readily available on 
the LCE website and are also sent out to 
new residents. 

The website address and password are 
found on the front page of the Directory, 
along with the annual event dates and the 
Board of Directors and Committee 
chairmen.

Please contact me if you have any cor-
rections or additions to the Directory 
(editor@cebadilla.org). I also maintain the 
email alert system, so it is important to 
send your current email address. One 
example of how useful the alert system 
can be was seen last February during the 
gas outage when the latest updates could 
be shared with residents.
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson

Lake Committee
The La Cebadilla lake has held up very 
well since last year's report. There was 
only minimal run-off of sediment into the 
north end of the lake during the summer 
monsoons. Although the bottom is very 
mucky, the water has remained relatively 
clear and free of algae, probably due to 
the hearty appetites of the grass carp, 
which were stocked in the lake three 
years ago. The cattails remain under good 

Trail markings on La Cebadilla, west of lot 40

We have no one at this time to organize 
the Family Lake Party, a wonderful 
annual event by our beautiful lake. It 
will be cancelled unless we find 
someone. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact LCE 
president Tim Demers for more info.

mailto:editor@cebadilla.org
mailto:editor@cebadilla.org
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control, thanks to periodic spraying by Rob 
Temple. There continues to be good flow of 
water from the spring lot to the lake.

Besides good fishing for bass and 
bluegills, the lake also provides 
opportunities for good birding, with 
frequent visits by great blue herons, 
kingfishers, harris and red-tailed hawks, 
and, of course, various ducks.

The Annual Lake Cleanup Day will be 
held sometime in March or early April, 
date yet to be determined. We also plan 
to replace the boards on the dock and the 
cover for the cistern and will add some 
gravel to the path along the shoreline.
Joe Seeger, 
Chairperson

Lake Patrol Committee
The Lake Security Committee members 
are Judy Temple, Bob Buffington, and 
Bud Inorio. It was a quiet year at Lake 
Cebadilla, in part thanks to sheriff’s 
deputies who came out in answer to calls 
about trespassers. In one case, a trespas-
ser we encountered became verbally 
aggressive, so LCE residents are advised 
to call the non-emergency sheriff’s phone 
number (741-4900) rather than confront 
people. The Committee urges that resi-
dents and their guests (ideally accompa-
nied by the resident) have an LCE 
bumper sticker on their car or have the 
bright green LCE lake pass visible on 
their dashboard, as this is the only way 
we can identify legitimate resident lake 
visitors. Both are available from Monique 
Kornell (Directory).
Judy Temple, 
Chairperson

Newsletter Committee 
The La Cebadillan, which includes all the 
committee reports as well as local news, 
is sent out as a PDF around February 
each year. In order to have the La 
Cebadillan sent to you, we require a 
current email address. Contributions of 
photos or articles are welcome. New 
neighbors are invited to send a short 
biography for our newsletter sharing 
your interests and what drew you to 
La Cebadilla.

Photos in this issue, unless otherwise 
credited, are by Monique Kornell or from 
the Carrillo family. Many thanks to my 
able proof-readers, Ashlie Counts-Jenkins 
and Sandy Napombejra.
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson

Landscaping Committee 
Our neighborhood has 27 corners and 
one meridian that is maintained by 
McBride Landscape.  

If you notice a corner that needs addi-
tional attention please send an email 
to Janelle Larsen and Kay Ratliff.
Janelle Larsen,
Chairperson

Mailbox Committee
The Mailbox Committee put together 
seven mailboxes this past year. We 
purchased a new router because the 
committee’s router burned up during 
construction of the second mailbox. 
Mailboxes that lock to prevent theft can 

be purchased for about the same price as 
LCE pays now for our standard mail-
boxes, but there are limitations on the 
lockable ones that Rob Temple would be 
happy to explain. Paint and brushes are 
available if individual homeowners 
would like to touch up their mailbox 
posts. Contact Rob Temple, 544-9086, if 
you need a replacement mailbox.
Rob Temple,
Chairperson

Roads Committee
Although we were previously told that 
the Pima County plan to resurface the 
LCE streets was on hold due to budget 
constraints, I was told by an employee at 
Pima County that they found some excess 
money in their budget and decided to 
repave the majority of the streets in La 
Cebadilla. On June 30, 2011 Pima County 
began repaving the streets on the south 
side of Redington Road. They turned out 
very well. Unfortunately, the streets north 
of Redington Road were not repaved. 
They did come out, a week or two later, 
and repaired most of the potholes on 
Avenida Sorgo.

All requests for major road repair or 
cleanup should be channeled through the 
Roads Committee. Additionally, anyone 
having a complaint about the condition of 
the roads can call Pima County directly 
(740-2639) and file a complaint.

The wooden road signs that were 
repaired and painted a few years ago are 

A desert tortoise, photo: William Bokken
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holding up well. One road sign at 
Avenida Sorgo and Camino Rinconado 
was replaced due to severe termite 
damage.
Wendy Canterman,
Chairperson

Security and Safety Committee
Burglary/thefts
I received no reports of burglary this year. 
I was advised several times of suspicious 
activity; i.e., people purporting to be 
looking for addresses or yard work jobs, 
etc. In most of those instances, the PCSD 
was called first, which is the way it 
should be. During the early summer, a 
number of thefts from neighborhood 
mailboxes occurred. These appeared to be 
associated with construction activity, in 
the vicinity of La Cebadilla loop. It was 
also learned that similar thefts were 
occurring in the 49’ers neighborhood, as 
well. Information was put out via our 
email network and the LCE site, asking 
residents to use extra caution and to 
report suspicious vehicles or persons who 
might be involved. No arrests were made, 
but the activity stopped.
 

Animal activity
There were a few instances of found or 
strayed stock. In all those of which I’m 
aware, the animals were returned safely. 
In some instances, residents really 
showed what being a good neighbor is all 
about by actively taking steps to secure 
the stray instead of just notifying the 
PCSD. As all of us know, a large animal 
loose in the neighborhood can be a 
considerable traffic safety hazard, 
especially if it gets out on to the main 
roads. The email network was also very 
useful.

We had the usual number of lost and 
found dogs. A couple of chronic problems 
involving dogs who repeatedly wander 
were addressed. Typically, they involve 
animals left unsecured for the day while 
the owners are at work or otherwise 
occupied. The help of several LCE 
residents in identifying the found dogs 
and locating their owner has been 
invaluable. We also had a number of 
noise and leash law complaints. Because 
there may be some misunderstanding 
regarding these, here is a brief synopsis. 
Regarding noise, County Code 6.04.160 
says (and I paraphrase) that if someone 
has an animal or bird which “frequently 
or for continuous duration howls, barks, 
meows, squawks or makes other sounds” 
which are clearly audible beyond that 
someone’s property line and “disturb the 
public peace, quiet or comfort of the 
neighboring inhabitants”, they have 
committed a civil infraction. The 
prosecution can conceivably be time-
consuming and somewhat complicated, 
but penalties can be from $50-$500 per 
infraction. Each day’s continuance of the 
violation is considered to be a separate 
infraction, so the cost can add up quickly. 
Often, the offending pet owner isn’t 
aware that there’s a problem, since he or 
she is asleep inside and the critter is 
outside baying at the moon or what-
ever. Informal mediation is usually the 
way to go; please call me if you think I 
can help in this process.

County Code 6.04.030 deals with “dogs at 
large”. It says (again paraphrasing) A) 
that the owner of a dog at large (not on 
leash or otherwise restrained or con-
tained) on streets, sidewalks, alleys, or 
public property is guilty of a Class II 
misdemeanor and B) the owner of a dog 
at large UPON THE PREMISES OF THE 
OWNER OR UPON THE PRIVATE 
PREMISES OF ANY OTHER PERSON is 
guilty of a Class II misdemeanor. This 
offense is criminal—not civil—and carries 
a fine of not less than $100 up to $750, 
four months in jail, two years probation, 
or any combination thereof. The judge is 
prohibited from granting probation in 
lieu of or otherwise suspending the fine. 
What this all means is that even if your 

dog is on your property, if it is not on 
leash or confined, you’re in violation. 
And, although there are some exceptions 
(i.e., for guide or service dogs, dogs 
involved in field trials sanctioned by 
Pima County Animal Care Center, 
organized obedience classes, or other 
kennel club events) it doesn’t matter how 
well-trained your dog is to respond to 
your commands; if it is not on leash or 
otherwise restrained, the owner is in 
violation.

This is obviously a sensitive subject for 
many LCE residents. While it’s hard to 
imagine that one of us would call in a 
complaint on a neighbor whose dog is 
walking around on his owner’s own 
property and not otherwise causing a 
problem, and while many of us are 
probably perfectly comfortable when we 
encounter a neighbor with his or her dog, 
even if the dog isn’t actually on leash - 
provided the dog is well-behaved - there 
are also many of us who are not com-
fortable around other peoples’ dogs off 
leash, no matter how well-trained they 
might be. That’s why the leash law exists. 
Again, if anyone has a problem with 
loose dogs, please let me know if I can 
help solve it.
 
Off-Road Vehicles
There have been questions and/or 
complaints concerning the operation of 
ATVs in the neighborhood. County Code 
9.12.020 says in part (paraphrased) that 
driving one, or any motorized vehicle 
(with some exceptions which don’t apply 
here) in any wash or arroyo is illegal, as is 
any operation of such a vehicle on any 
private property without “notarized and 
written consent of the owner” of the 
property in possession of the operator, to 
be shown upon request of a peace officer. 
Even with such consent, the vehicle may 
not be operated in violation of reckless 
driving, noise or dust laws. Driving on 
the vehicle owner’s property is legal 
provided no such violations occur. Dust 
violation occurs if the operator drives in 
such a way as to “knowingly cause or 
contribute to visible dust emissions 
which then cross property lines into a 
residential…premises.” These are the 

Animal tracks on E. Placita el Algodon
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pertinent parts of the ordinance. 
Operation of an ATV on the road is legal 
if the driver and vehicle are properly 
licensed for street use. If you have 
questions or problems, please call me.
 
Once again, I want to thank Monque 
Kornell and her helpers, and Grant 
Bright, for email and website help.
Peter Ronstadt,
Chairperson

Passings

Doug Wegner
passed away suddenly on Friday, August 
5, 2011 at the age of 55, while jogging in 
Sabino Canyon. Doug had lived on a 
large horse property on Placita las Avenas 
with his former wife, Ann Pearson 
Wegner, and their three children. A hand 
surgeon at the Tucson Orthopedic Insti-
tute, Doug had been drawn to medicine 
after a first career as a mechanical 
engineer in the field of nuclear reactors. 
He loved outdoor activities and spending 
time with his family. We spent many 
evenings together cheering on our sons 
play Little League baseball at McDonald 
park. Whenever a player took a tumble, 
Doug was there to look them over. 

The Wegners warmly opened their home 
to the La Cebadilla community for the 
annual Holiday party a few years ago. 
His warm, vibrant presence is deeply 
missed by his friends, patients and family.	  
For more of his accomplishments, 
see: http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/
announcements/obituaries/
article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434
a69fd.html#ixzz1fRbjS0Sp
Monique Kornell

2011 Rainfall
The annual rainfall 
in La Cebadilla for 
2011, as recorded 
by Donna Byers, 
was 17.55 inches.

Treasurer
The annual Treasurer’s report is available 
at the La Cebadilla website, cebadilla.org, 
under “Legal Docs”. This section of the 
website is password protected. The 
password can be found on the front page 
of the LCE Directory.
Donna Byers,
Treasurer

Social Committee
Another great turnout for our Lake 
Picnic! Thanks to all our neighbors who 
attended and made it a great day. We had 
wonderful entertainment - a big thank 
you to Mike Headrick’s Bluegrass Band. 
For the kids we had a bouncy castle and a 
clown, both of which were a big hit. The 
weather was fantastic and the food was 
delicious. 

We have no one at this time to organize 
the 2012 Family Lake Party, to be held on 
April 15th. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact LCE 
president Tim Demers for more info. 
Tina Baba,
Chairperson

Last year’s Holiday party was held at the 
home of Anthony and Andrea Padhina. 
Their lovely home comfortably enter-
tained the 80 some people that attended 

the gathering. Michelle Kershner and 
myself, provided the appetizers. There 
were a few desserts that were brought by 
guests. Music was provided by Duo 
Vibrato, a guitar and violinist. Once again 
it was a nice time to say hello to friends 
and to get acquainted with our new 
neighbors. Tony and Andrea will be once 
again hosting our Holiday Party, but as 
always, we are grateful to any that might 
consider offering their home to future 
parties.
Jan Ridgley,
Chairperson

Tanque Verde Valley Issues
After a year of study along the Tanque 
Verde Creek by volunteer Audubon 
birders, the creek has been designated an 
Important Bird Area (IBA) in an 
expanded Sabino/Tanque Verde 
Watershed IBA.

The Important Bird Areas Program (IBA) 
is a global effort to identify and conserve 
areas that are vital to birds and other 
biodiversity. By working with Audubon 
chapters, landowners, public agencies, 
(Tanque Verde Valley Issues continued from p. 5)
community groups, and other non-
profits, Audubon endeavors to interest 
and activate a broad network of sup-

A festive saguaro on Camino Rinconado

http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
http://azstarnet.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_75d54528-3407-5d8d-977d-145a434a69fd.html
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Spring Lake Picnic
April 2011

Bob Buffington and friends

Doug and Judy Wingert with 
new LCE residents, Jeff and 
Brenda Turner

Mike Headrickʼs bluegrass band
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December 2011 

Hosts Andrea and Tony Padinha

Ed Bartholemy and Jim 
Ridgley tending the bar Kay Ratliff and Betty Headrick, enjoying one of Tom 

Beglinʼs home made tarts

watching the clown
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porters to ensure that all Important Bird 
Areas are properly managed and 
conserved. 

Important Bird Areas are sites that 
provide essential habitat for one or more 
species of bird. IBAs include sites for 
breeding, wintering, and/or migrating 
birds. IBAs may be a few acres or 
thousands of acres, but usually they are 
discrete sites that stand out from the 
surrounding landscape. IBAs may 
include public or private lands, or both, 
and they may be protected or 
unprotected. 

To qualify as an Important Bird Area, 
sites must satisfy at least one of the 
following criteria. The site must support: 

• Species of conservation concern (e.g. 
threatened and endangered species) 

• Restricted-ranges species (species 
vulnerable because they are not widely 
distributed) 

• Species that are vulnerable because 
their populations are concentrated in 
one general habitat type or biome 

• Species, or groups of similar species 
(such as waterfowl or shorebirds), that 
are vulnerable because they occur at 
high densities due to their congregatory 
behavior 

Identification of a site as an IBA indicates 
its unique importance for birds. The IBA 
identification process provides a data-
driven means for cataloging the most 
important sites for birds throughout the 
country and the world. The use of a 
hierarchical classification system further 

helps to establish priorities for conser-
vation efforts.
Herb Trossman, 
Chairperson

Friends of Redington Pass
The Friends of Redington Pass (FRP) 
continues to work on improving 
conditions on Redington Pass. This fall it 
received its tax-exempt status from the 
IRS as a non-profit organization and is 
now reaching out for members and 
seeking contributions to support its work. 
We want to thank LCE for becoming the 
first organizational member of FRP. 

FRP co-sponsored field research as part of 
the National Park Service’s BioBlitz in 
Tucson on October, leading a bird in-
ventory team close to the Tanque Verde 
Creek in Saguaro National Park East. We 
saw over 200 individual birds repre-
senting 24 species that morning. We also 
participated in research for the Important 
Bird Area designation for the Tanque 
Verde. FRP hopes to sponsor its first bird 
walk in the Pass this spring.

FRP continues to pursue the “adoption” 
of Redington Road, Rt 371, from the west 
entrance cattle guard to Mile Marker 10. 
The Catalina Ranger District is working 
on signage and a special use permit for 
FRP to start organizing clean up days.

The Coronado Forest Plan (CNF) 
Revision will be issued this fall and FRP 
will be reviewing it to see how its 
comments were received and integrated 
into the plan. There will be a 45 day 
comment period and we will be en-
couraging members to comment on the 
revised plan. CNF’s travel management 
plan process for 2012 will begin early this 
winter and FRP will be monitoring that 
development as well and making 
comments. 

We have been meeting monthly and are 
developing a strategy to encourage 
resolution of the recreational shooting 
problems on the Pass. We are also 
working toward a collaborative area 
management planning process.
Kirk Emerson

Website Committee
Our website, cebadilla.org, is presently 
receiving about 7 visits a day, an increase 
from last year’s report. Certain parts of 
the website continue to be password 
protected for viewing by LCE residents 
only (for example, the Treasurer Reports 
and Board Meeting Minutes). Password 
information for residents is published 
on the first page of the La Cebadilla 
Directory. It appears that about 85% of 
the visitors to the website are La 
Cebadilla residents. The remaining 15% 
visit the website after using a search 
engine. I suggest that all LCE residents 
periodically review the "Postings of La 
Cebadilla Estates Safety and Security 
Issues" found on the home page of the 
website, under "Announcements". I also 
request that the members of the Board of 
Directors submit any changes to me in a 
timely manner so that the website can be 
kept up-to-date. This includes minutes of 
the monthly and annual board meetings 
and information regarding upcoming 
social events.
Grant Bright, 
Chairperson

“Watch Your Step!” 
We all love our dogs. We all love our 
trails, streets and walkways. What we 
don’t love are “doggy land mines.” 

Here’s something from Pima County that 
can help us even if we don’t like to talk 
about it, and figuratively and literally 
don’t want to deal with it. http://
www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/
DogWaste.pdf
Richard Shapiro

Bellʼs Vireo, an Audobon red-listed species

http://www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/DogWaste.pdf
http://www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/DogWaste.pdf
http://www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/DogWaste.pdf
http://www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/DogWaste.pdf
http://www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/DogWaste.pdf
http://www.pima.gov/deq/waste/pdf/DogWaste.pdf
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Rancho de la Cebadilla
La Cebadilla Estates is named after the 
La Cebadilla cattle ranch that was once 
in our area. At the last annual meeting, 
Nov. 14th, 2011, we enjoyed hearing the 
reminiscences of Armando Carrillo, the 
grandson of the original owner of the La 
Cebadilla ranch, as documented by Jorga 
Riggenbach in her history of the Tanque 
Verde valley, The Agua Caliente Chronicles 
which I encourage you all to read 
(revised ed., 1997, currently out of print 
but available in the reference section at 
the Kirk-Bear Canyon Library). I later 
had the pleasure of interviewing Colonel 
Carrillo in his home and looking over 
family photos and documents with him.

Armando was born 8 September 1926 in 
Tucson and raised there but he spent his 
childhood visiting the ranch. His 
grandfather, Eduardo Carrillo, 
purchased land north of the Tanque 
Verde wash from an uncle and started 
the Rancho de la Cebadilla, named for a 

type of wild barley native to the area. In 
response to a question after the annual 
meeting about the size of the ranch, 
Armando said that it extended north 
beyond what is now Agua Caliente Park 
and into Redington Pass. Another ranch 
south of the wash that was to eventually 
become the Tanque Verde Guest Ranch 
was owned by Emilio Carrillo, who was 
said not to be related to Eduardo. 

Eduardo Carrillo was the nephew of 
Leopoldo Carrillo, a wealthy merchant 
and land owner, who brought Eduardo 
from Mexico in the 1870s. Before starting 
the ranch, Eduardo Carrillo worked at 
Steinfeld’s department store in Tucson, 
then ran a store for Isadore Solomon in 
Solomonville, Graham County, east of 
Safford. While there, he was granted the 
right to the “EC” brand, on 1 July 1897, 
by the Live Stock Sanitary Board of the 
Territory of Arizona.

His wife, Dolores (b. 1869), was a 
Velasco, another well known Tucson 

Survey map of Rancho de la Cebadilla

Eduardo Carrillo and Dolores Velasco de 
Carrillo, Solomonville, Feb. 2, 1890
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family. Her father, Carlos Velasco, a 
lawyer, owned El Fronterizo, a weekly 
Spanish newspaper that ran from 
1878-1914, and was also one of the 
founders of the Alianza Hispano-
Americana, a society that originated in 
1894 to provide insurance and social 
activities for Mexican-Americans. 
Eduardo and Dolores had fourteen 
children, their son Arnold being 
Armando’s father.

The La Cebadilla ranch house was 
situated near the pond. The former Civil 
Conservation Corps buildings, which 
were on lots 73-76, became the main 
ranch house in the 1940s. Dolores was an 
excellent cook and Armando recalls a 
dining table big enough to seat 30 
people. There was always a large pot of 

beans atop the mesquite-burning stove 
and, of course, as a cattle ranch there 
was always plenty of beef served. 
According to Armando, the ranch had 
200-300 head of cattle. To help run the 
ranch, Eduardo employed the Valdez 
family. Don Ramon Valdez was held in 
great respect for his skills as a cowboy. He 
taught Armando “everything about 
horses”.

Armando Carrillo excelled in sports, 
received a degree in education at the 

University of Arizona and then had a 
distinguished career in the army, serving 
in three wars. After seven years as Chief 
of Plans and Operations in Panama, he 
retired as a Colonel. In his childhood, 

however, he had envisioned a future on 
the La Cebadilla Ranch. “When I was a 
boy of 10 or so I was sure that my life was 
going to be spent out there in those 
mountains, that I was going to be a 
cowboy herding cattle.” Though he looks 
back with fondness on his time on the 
ranch, he has no regrets. “I felt I owed a 

duty to my country and that I paid back 
by being a soldier.”

Armando’s father, Arnold (b. 1900), 
joined the postal service in 1920 and then 

left in 1955 to become a deputy sheriff. 
Arnold helped his father, Eduardo, out at 
the ranch and kept the books. When a 
dispute arose over the boundary of the 
ranch with Jim Converse, who had 
purchased the Tanque Verde Ranch, 
Arnold arranged to have the land 
resurveyed by Phillip Contzen, a relation 

Rudy Carrillo, who worked on the ranch when owned 
by his father, Eduardo, and subsequent owners.

Armando Carrillo, 4, with his brother, Arnold Jr., 6, in 
1930 on their father’s favorite horse, Indio.

 Col. Armando Carrillo, December 2011
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by marriage who had provided an earlier 
survey. Converse, by all accounts a 
difficult man, had been following the 
erroneous advice of a ranch hand who 
told him that the course of the Tanque 
Verde River had changed so he fenced off 
land north of the wash with barbed wire 
to designate it as his. Armando recalls 
one day the men of the La Cebadilla 
ranch arming themselves and mounting 
horses. Although he had been told to stay 

home with his brother, they followed the 
men at a safe distance and watched as 
the riders looped ropes attached to 
the pommels of the saddles over the 
fence stakes and then, all at once, 
pulled them out. The men then 
dismounted and proceeded to cut the 
barbed wire.

The ranch was purchased from 
Armando’s grandmother, Dolores 
Carrillo, in 1945 by Joe Hartsell who 
in turn sold it to Augustus Kiefer 
Mayer. Armando’s uncle, Rudy 
Carrillo, stayed on at the ranch and 
worked for Hartsell and Kiefer 
Mayer until his death in 1974. The 
ranch was next purchased by 
Raymond Bidegan and then, like the 
Wentworth Ranch to the west, was 
developed as a residential area.

LCE is grateful to Armando Carrillo 
for sharing his memories of Rancho 
de la Cebadilla and his photographs. 
A selection of the Carrillo photo-
graphs are on the LCE website.: http://
www.cebadilla.org/lce2/photos.htm

Monique Kornell

Rudy Carrillo

“EC” brand of Rancho de la Cebadilla, 
photo: Jorga Riggenbach

Arnold Carrillo, cooling off in one of the La Cebadilla ponds, 1930.
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