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President’s 
Message
As I write this message, the angle of the 
late afternoon November sun is sharply 
highlighting the countless saguaros on 
the slopes I view from my den. Just yes-
terday, the dark clouds gathered omi-
nously over the Rincons. We have many 
variations on the beautiful views be-
stowed upon us as residents of La 
Cebadilla, scenery that changes by sea-
son, by light, by perspective, sometimes 
by minute.

One of the primary functions of the LCE 
corporation, and the Board, officers and 
committees that you have authorized to 
represent the corporation, is to “protect 

and enhance” the virtues of our unique 
part of this desert. We try to do that in a 
way that is not intrusive, but mutually 
beneficial to all of us. We also try to pro-
vide meaningful and interesting infor-
mation when we can, as indicated by the 
fascinating program about dragonflies 
presented at this year’s annual meeting, 
and the intensive amount of work that 
many of our residents have done regard-
ing the potential changes that may affect 
LCE if the Forest Service allows a 
shooting range to be constructed in 
Redington Pass.

The Board, officers, and committees of 
LCE serve to provide each of us with the 
benefits of being a resident of LCE by 
interpreting and enforcing the “rights and 
obligations” granted to, and imposed 
upon, each of us by virtue of the LCE 
Declaration of Restrictions. We sincerely 
seek your input on how to best fulfill our 

duties. Please contact me, or any one of 
the Board or committee members, with 
any observations, suggestions, questions, 
theories, or complaints. Call me or send 
me an email. Attend one of our board 
meetings (always open to residents) and 
ask about something that’s been a con-
cern of yours. It is your community, and 
we are only your representatives. Better 
yet, join us, as we always have need for 
new directors, officers, and committee 
members. Thank you to all who are cur-
rently serving (several for many years), 
those who have served in the past, and to 
each of you who decides to volunteer in 
the coming year. 
Timothy Demers,
LCE President

  Volume 31, no. 1 	 January 2011

La Cebadilla Lake

La Cebadillan

Table of Contents
President’s Message.........................1
Board & Committee Members.......2
Board Meeting & Event Dates.......2
Committee Reports..............2-5; 9-10
LCE Event Photos..........................6-7
Passings..............................................8
Annual Rainfall................................8 
Cats & Birds.....................................10



L A  C E B A D I L L A  E S T A T E S

2

Board of Directors
President...........................Timothy Demers
Vice-President............................Arvie Lake
Treasurer..................................Donna Byers
Director.........................................Tina Baba
Director..................................Kirk Emerson
Director....................................Rick Rupkey
Director......................................Lyn Withey

Committee Chairs
Architectural ............................ Arvie Lake
Buffelgrass..........................Herb Trossman
                               Jim Byers & Rob Temple
Community Trails................Cindy Cusack 
Deed Restrictions....................Tim Demers
Directory..........................Monique Kornell
Lake...............................................Joe Seeger 
Lake Patrol...............................Judy Temple
Landscaping..........................Janelle Larsen
Mailboxes..................................Rob Temple
Newsletter........................Monique Kornell
Nominating.............................Donna Byers
Roads.............................Wendy Canterman 
Security and Safety............Peter Ronstadt
Social.......................Tina Baba, Jan Ridgley
TV Valley Issues................Herb Trossman

& Kirk Emerson 
Website.....................................Grant Bright
Welcome..............................Susan Peterson

Board Meetings
Held at 7:00 pm at Tanque Verde 
Elementary School, 2600 N. Fennimore 

January 10                               September 12
February 14                                    October 10
March 14                       Annual Meeting:
April 11                                 November 14
May 9                                        December 12

Annual Events
Family Lake Party                       April 17 
                                (Rain Date – April 24)
Holiday Party                       December 4

Architectural Committee
The Architectural Committee received 
and approved twelve applications during 
the period from November 2009 through 

October 2010. The applications included:.  

1 New Residence
3  Residence Renovations/Additions
1  Exterior Paint Color
1  Horse Shade Replacement
1  Parking Shade
1  Shade Sail
1  Ramada
1  Corral/Horse Shade
1  Solar Power Installation
1  Gate/Shrubs

In addition to the above approvals, the 
committee continued to monitor progress 
on two previously approved renovation/
addition projects.
Arvie Lake,
Chairperson 

NOTE FROM THE BOARD
All construction of any kind in La 
Cebadilla is required to be approved, in 
advance and in writing, by the Archi-
tectural Committee.  This applies to any 
exterior construction or improvement of 
any kind, including horse shelters, 
fences, pools, solar installations, and 
anything else that is on the exterior of 
the house or on the lot, whether or not it 
is visible from the road or another lot.  
Failure to obtain prior written approval 
is usually an automatic violation of the 
Deed Restrictions.  

Buffelgrass Committee
Our ever vigilant LCE residents con-
tinued their buffelgrass removal efforts 
during 2010. As it is almost impossible to 
completely eliminate this invasive plant 
we have to be constantly on the lookout 
for its resurgence. While no community 
wide survey was done in 2010, some 
buffelgrass has been observed on the 
north side of Redington Road between 
the two Camino Cartamo intersections. 
For further information on buffelgrass 
see: cebadilla.org/lce2/main.htm. 
Herb Trossman,
Chairperson

Community Trails Committee
I have never seen the trails in such bad 
condition in the ten years I have been 
here. The summer rainstorms really did a 
lot of damage to our trails near the wash, 
and also left a lot of debris in the wash 
area itself. It took a lot of time but I feel 
we have accomplished so much. I am 
sure there is a bit more to do but time will 
take care of all the finishing details.

We have made a new trail west of the 
wash behind the Spring Lot and west of 
Cottonwoods at Tanque Verde Ranch. 
Due to the gas line construction it is a bit 
difficult to find the path. We have placed 
stones to accent the trail and I will be 
getting signs made. I called the Tanque 
Verde Ranch and asked them to use the 
new trails. We put debris on the old trail 
and hope no one uses it. We also made a 
new trail behind lot #62 to the wash and 
Monument. A sign is in place there. I will 
be talking to Appleby’s Ornamental Iron 
to see if we can have some iron signs 
made for those areas where a sign would 
be helpful. 

I want to recognize the efforts of Tom 
Beglin who did a lot of hard work on the 
trails this fall. 
Cindy Cusack,
Chairperson

Deed Restrictions Committee
The Deed Restrictions Committee reviews 
complaints that are received from resi-
dents regarding possible violations of the 
Declaration of Restrictions and makes 
recommendations to the Board. During 
the twelve months since the last annual 

Trail markings at the Lake

http://cebadilla.org/lce2/main.htm
http://cebadilla.org/lce2/main.htm
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meeting, the Committee received six 
formal complaints and several informal 
inquiries. Letters were sent to all six 
owners regarding apparent violations. 
The Committee is pleased to report that 
all of those violations were remedied by 
action of the homeowners. 

The most common type of complaint the 
Committee received this year involved 
construction of various types of improve-
ments without first obtaining approval 
from the Architectural Committee. The 
Committee wishes to remind all resi-
dents that any improvements or con-
struction on a lot must first be submitted 
to and approved by the Architectural 
Committee and, if they are not, any such 
unapproved items can automatically be 
considered violations of the Declarations.

In addition, several complaints this year 
related to items on a lot that could not be 
seen from the road, but could be seen 
from another lot. The Committee wishes 
to remind residents that certain of the 
provisions in the Declarations relate to 
items that can be viewed from any other 
lot, not just from the roads.
Timothy F. Demers,
Chairperson

Directory Committee 
The front page of the directory lists the 
board of directors and committee chairs. 
It also has our website address, user 
name and password. Please note that 
these are no longer case sensitive.

If you have any corrections or additions 
to the Directory, please contact me 
(editor@cebadilla.org).  I also maintain 
the email alert system, so it is important 
to send your current email address. The 
address list for the email alert system is 
kept separate from the Directory, so you 
can choose where you wish your email 
address to be used.

The committee is responsible for sending 
out information packs to new residents 
when they purchase a property in our 
community and I’d like to share a re-
sponse I recently received: “The directory 
and your letter are very helpful in getting

 to know more about La Cebadilla and 
the things that make it such a good place 
to live.”
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson

Lake Committee
A couple of years ago, we were talking 
about how shallow the lake had become, 
particularly at the northeast end, since the 
last dredging of 2001, and how we would 
again need to dredge it or possibly even 
drain it and dig it out, all at considerable 
expense. We instead elected to give it a 
few more years of watchful waiting. Since 
then, the lake has actually held up re-
markably well. There were no heavy rains 
this summer and thus no run-off of sedi-
ment into the north end. The north end 
remains shallow but stable.

There was no significant growth of algae 
this year, as opposed to the last couple of 
years. This in part may have been due to 
turbidity of the water this spring and 
early summer, not allowing sunlight to 
reach the bottom and stimulate growth of 
algae. However, we'd like to think it was 
primarily due to the 50 white amur (grass 
carp) with which we stocked the lake in 
the fall of 2008 and which now have 
reached the size of small submarines.

The cattails, which have been a nuisance 
the last several years, have been kept 
under good control thanks to periodic 
spraying by Rob Temple.

Flow of water over the spillway had been 
decreasing during the past several weeks. 
This appears to have been due to weeds 
clogging the pipe between the spring and 
the cistern. Removal of the weeds has 
resulted in restoration of good flow.
Let your kids know there are quite a few 
bass and bluegills in the lake, if they like 
to fish. It's all catch and release. Unfor-
tunately, the lake is also attracting quite a 
few poachers.

We will again have our annual spring 
cleaning around the lake in late March or 
early April, with volunteers as well as 
hired help. We'll let you know the date  
later.
Joe Seeger, 
Chairperson

Lake Patrol Committee
The Lake Patrol committee members are 
Judy Temple (Liaison to LCE Board of 
Directors), Bob Buffington, and Bud 
Inorio.

This year we decided to curtail hiring a 

A bobcat gets comfortable on a wall at
N. Placita el Zacate, photo: David Baba

mailto:editor@cebadilla.org
mailto:editor@cebadilla.org
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Security Company to see if calls to the 
Pima County Sheriff’s office when resi-
dents actually saw nonresidents using the 
lake would be more effective than the 
random Security Company visits to the 
lake. While we would like to keep the 
Security Company option open, the 
Sheriff’s Department has been very re-
sponsive to our calls and has stated their 
willingness to come out to the lake when 
requested.

In response to a deputy’s complaint that 
identifying non-residents was difficult 
because LCE residents did not have the 
LCE sticker on their vehicles, we devel-
oped a moveable pass that could be put 
on a car dashboard or hung from one’s 
rearview mirror. This pass was mailed 
out in August with a letter explaining its 
purpose. Thus far, the pass has appeared 
on the dashboard of several vehicles 
without LCE stickers, thus saving the 
sheriff a trip out to the lake and saving 
residents or their guests an interview 
with the sheriff.

This has been an average year for tres-
passers, with no overly troubling inci-
dents.  Often just one of the committee or 
LCE residents showing up or slowing 
down to look at unfamiliar vehicles by 
the lake seems to lead to a quick pulling 
in of fishing lines and departure.  We en-
courage LCE residents to use the lake, 
which is our best deterrent to poachers 
and a way to show pride of ownership in 
this wonderful wildlife resource.  In that 
light, no one asked the two fishing osprey 
“poachers” on the lake in early Novem-
ber to leave and they noisily migrated 
away on their own.
Judy Temple, 
Chairperson

Mailboxes Committee
Bob Buffington, the previous Chairper-
son, replaced 6 boxes during the year and 
I'm working on my first with his help.  He 
will continue to mentor me until I get the 
hang of it (I hope).  I will be the contact 
person from now on for new mailboxes.
Rob Temple,
Chairperson

Bob Buffington handing over the LCE 
brand, used on LCE mail box posts, to 
Rob Temple at the Annual Meeting

Newsletter Committee 
The La Cebadillan went digital last year 
and this met with a generally favorable 
reception. PDF files were emailed to 
residents as well as posted to the LCE 
website. We saved considerable costs in 
printing and postage. It was also a tree-
friendly move.  In order to have the La 
Cebadillan sent to you, we require a cur-
rent email address. Please send the 
Directory chairperson (me) any email 
address updates (editor@cebadilla.org).

We can print more pictures and text now 
without consideration of cost, so contri-
butions are welcome. Email me ideas for 
articles or photography of our beautiful 
neighborhood. Photos in this newsletter 
were contributed by David Baba, Kirk 
Emerson, Mike Headrick, and Sol Winick 
with uncredited photos by Monique 
Kornell.

It is a tradition to run profiles of new resi-
dents, so new neighbors please send in a 
short biography for our newsletter shar-
ing your interests and what drew you to 
La Cebadilla.
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson

Roads Committee
Due to the heavy rains of last winter, 
there were several requests for road 
repairs received this past year. Pima 
County continues to patch our roads as 
necessary and has been very good about 
repairing potholes. The County plan to 
resurface the LCE streets is still on hold 

due to budget constraints. I spoke to a 
supervisor at Pima County who informed 
me that resurfacing our roads does not 
appear likely to occur in the near future.

All requests for road repair or cleanup 
should be channeled through the Roads 
Committee. Additionally, anyone having 
a complaint about the condition of the 
roads can call Pima County directly 
(740-2639) and file a complaint.

The wooden road signs that were re-
paired and painted a few years ago are 
holding well. The road sign on Redington 
Road and Camino Cartamo east, which 
was destroyed by an impaired driver, was 
replaced. We were able to recover the cost 
of the damage from the driver’s insur-
ance company, so the association did not 
have to expend any funds replacing the 
signs.
Wendy Canterman,
Chairperson

Security and Safety Committee
Burglary/thefts
No significant crime patterns or trends 
were noted during the past year. In 
January, a burglary occurred on E. Placita 
el Centeno. This was a bit unusual, in that 
the target residence was on a cul-de-sac 
(which reduces the number of escape 
alternatives for perpetrators). The break-
in occurred in the morning, within a rela-
tively short time after the two occupants 
of the house had left in separate vehicles. 
The burglars’ vehicle was probably dri-
ven into the driveway rather than left on 
the street. Entry was gained by “bump-
ing” a sliding glass door at the rear of the 
house off its track, and the entire opera-
tion probably took only a few minutes. 
These characteristics tend to indicate that 
the perpetrators had some knowledge of 
the residents’ usual routines. The house 
also had a “For Sale” sign at the driveway 
entrance, which tends to lessen curiosity 
of neighbors regarding vehicles coming 
and going. Although there was some 
indication that this case may have been 
part of a pattern of burglaries on the East 
and North sides of Tucson, the case 
remains open.

mailto:editor@cebadilla.org
mailto:editor@cebadilla.org
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In April, a residence on the Southwest 
corner of Cebadilla and Placita Las 
Avenas was burglarized. This burglary 
was a bit more typical in that the target 
house was on a corner, with several 
escape options. Residents were gone for 
several hours during the day. Entry may 
have been gained via a “hidden” spare 
key found by the perpetrators. When the 
homeowner returned and entered the 
house, she discovered that the thieves 
had used a pillowcase from the house to 
carry away several items. This case is also 
still open. 

Other Activity
In January, possible illegal bowhunting 
was reported and followed up on by 
Pima County Sheriff’s Dept. (PCSD). The 
law is a bit murky on this subject, and it 
appears that the issue would involve 
trespassing rather than “illegal hunting”. 
No arrests or citations were executed. It 
appears that the hunter may have been 
after a specific mule deer that many of us 
have seen from time to time. I received 
some information that someone did in 
fact kill that deer on property north of 
Redington and west of Rinconado. (Sort 
of like bagging your neighbor’s trophy 
cocker spaniel.) Even though it might not 
be grounds for arrest, if you should see 
this kind of activity on the neighborhood, 
I would still recommend, as a safety 
issue, calling PCSD to have the situation 
checked out.

We issued a rabies alert in January after 
the presence of rabid javelinas in the 
neighborhood was confirmed. During 
dryer and warmer than normal periods 
(as has been predicted for this winter) 
outbreaks of this disease sometimes 
increase. Contact Game and Fish or Pima 
County Sheriff (depending on the 
immediate hazard) if the suspected rabid 
animal is alive. If it’s dead, call Pima 
County Rabies Control for pickup. If the 
carcass is small (i.e., rodent or small 
skunk, etc. ) you can safely dispose of it 
by placing it in a garbage bag using 
disposable gloves and/or tongs and 
putting it in the garbage for regular 

pickup. The rabies virus does not survive 
long after the host dies. 

A few instances of petty theft and of 
vandalism were reported around residen-
tial construction sites. At least some of 
these appear to have been committed by 
LCE residents, and I would ask parents to 
perhaps remind their children about the 
presumably unintended monetary and 
safety consequences which might result 
from such activity. I would make the 
same request regarding reports of illegal 
fireworks (especially during these dry 
times) and improper behavior regarding 
the use of BB guns.

Because this winter is expected to be 
abnormally dry and warm, weeds, buffel-
grass and brush will be possible brushfire 
hazards. Please be alert to this, and do 
what you can to mitigate the problem. We 
have been lucky for the past several 
years, but only because of diligent effort 
and alertness. 

I would like to express appreciation to 
Monique Kornell and Grant Bright for 
their efforts in getting warnings and other 
advisories out to us via email and the 
website, and to several LCE residents 
whose awareness, interest and appro-
priate action have undoubtedly helped 
make this neighborhood safer.

As a point of information, the Pima 
County Sheriff’s Department has a non-
emergency number through which it is 
useful to report non-priority information 
not requiring an immediate response for 
relay to the area patrol deputy or other 
appropriate unit. The number is: 351-4900 
and is manned 24/7. Also, if you have 
questions or suggestions regarding 
neighborhood safety or security issues, 
feel free to call or email me.
Peter Ronstadt,
Chairperson

Landscaping Committee 
We hope you like the way our street 
corners look.  We have kept the same 
landscaper as last year.

Some additional work has been done to 
maintain the corner of Avenida Sorgo and 
Camino Rinconado and Susan Peterson 
has been helping oversee this project.
Janelle Larsen,
Chairperson

Social Committee
We had a great turn out at the Lake 
Picnic, with over 95 people in attendance. 
Thank you to all for supporting this 
neighborhood event. We did do some-
thing different and had a bouncy castle 
and it was a hit. The adults also took their 
turn and had a bounce! The food was 
wonderful, we had the pleasure of great 
live music from the Bluegrass Band, and 
we didn't forget Uncle Willy the balloon 
guy. The kids had plenty of activities to 
do and had a great time. Thank you to the 
volunteers who helped us in advance and 
on the day, it's greatly appreciated! Look-
ing forward to seeing you all in April of 
2011!
Tina Baba,
Chairperson

Last year’s Holiday Party in December 
was held at the home of Charles and 
Michelle Kershner. About 85-90 people 
came. We enjoyed live music from Duo 
Vibrato, a violin and guitar duo. There 
were lots of tasty hors d'oeuvres and 
desserts, many made by residents for 
which we are very grateful! This year’s 
party was held at Anthony and Andrea 
Padinha's home on December 5th.
Jan Ridgley,
Chairperson
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Spring Lake Picnic
April 2010 

Siibo Bopp and Tom Kenyon

Whoosh!
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Judy Temple and young pirate party organizer Tina Baba

Happy

Holiday 
Party

Hosts Andrea and Tony Padinha

Jeff SpierJim Byersparty organizers Michelle Kurshner and Jan Ridgley
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Passings
Jerry Singer
La Cebadilla’s first resident, Jerry Singer, 
was born in Toronto, Canada on April 
19, 1914. He served in the Canadian 
Royal Air Force in World War II.  Follow-
ing the war, Jerry worked in the family-
owned lamp and furniture manufac-
turing business. He retired to travel the 
world with his wife, Bette, and pursue 
his interest in underwater photography 
by documenting their exotic diving 
adventures.

During a visit to the Tanque Verde Guest 
Ranch in 1975, Jerry fell in love with the 
desert and purchased several lots in the 
newly developed La Cebadilla Estates. 
Jerry and Bette were the first to actually 
build a home in LCE. Early residents 
fondly remember Jerry as the person who 
welcomed them to La Cebadilla. He was 
quick to extend an invitation to a lavish 
party in his home or for a spirited game 
of tennis.

When the developer withdrew in 1978, he 
left the residents the job of enforcing the 
Code, Covenants, and Deed Restrictions. 
Jerry was the force that pulled the com-
munity together and established the com-

mittees that functioned until 1980 when 
our first officers were elected. Jerry 
served the community as the chair-
person for the Architectural Committee 
for many years.

Jerry died October 27, 2010 at the age of 
96. He is survived by his brother Bill and 
sister-in-law Mary Singer. Also surviving 
are Jerry’s daughter Melanie, son David, 
daughter-in-law Lucie, and Sean, Amber, 
Joe and Fritz Singer, his four grand-
children. The community extends our 
sympathy to the Singer family.
Janelle Larsen

Alice Hendrickson
Before Alice Hendrickson moved to Pres-
cott with her husband, Alan, in 2006, she 
served as secretary to the LCE Board and 
for several years before that on the Direc-
tory committee. She and Alan built a 
beautiful home on Redington Road. Her 
Mexican wedding cookies, once tasted at 
a LCE event, were never forgotten. Alice 
had such a wonderful presence that it is 
hard to imagine her gone. She passed 
away May 19, 2010 at the age of 66 from 
cancer. Her obituary is available at:

http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?
SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&Articl
eID=81344
Monique Kornell

Sol Winick
This wonderful photo of a javelina with a 
snow-dusted snout was taken by Sol 
Winick, a resident of La Cebadilla who 
passed away on October 27, 2010 at the 
age of 95, survived by his wife Fran and 
daughter Laura Cody and her husband, 
Jay, also La Cebadilla residents. Sol and 
Fran moved to Tucson from New York 
City in 1987 after their respective retire-
ments. Sol was particularly interested in 
photography and in current events and 
loved the southwest and the beauty of the 
desert. We will be featuring more of his 
photos in later editions of the La 
Cebadillan.
Monique Kornell

2010 Rainfall
The annual rainfall 
in La Cebadilla for 
2010, as recorded 
by Donna Byers, 
was 17.71 inches, 
over 10 inches more 

Jerry Singer

Javelina in the snow, photo:  Sol Winick

http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&ArticleID=81344
http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&ArticleID=81344
http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&ArticleID=81344
http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&ArticleID=81344
http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&ArticleID=81344
http://www.prescottaz.com/main.asp?SectionID=167&SubSectionID=468&ArticleID=81344
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than last year reflecting the heavy 
rainstorms our area received.

Tanque Verde Valley Issues
The committee’s focus this year was on 
Redington Pass. Last spring, we were 
alerted to the proposed revision of the 
Coronado National Forest Working Draft 
Management Plan (CNF-WDMP), dated 
March 2010. On March 18th, we 
convened a public meeting where the 
District Ranger, Stan Helin, and 
representatives of Game and Fish and the 
County Sheriff’s office were on hand to 
discuss issues and answer questions 
about the plan and conditions along the 
Pass.

Under the umbrella of an informal work-
ing group that has come to be known as 
the “Friends of Redington Pass,” we 
registered our concerns through com-
ments submitted April 30 to the Forest 
Service that were formally endorsed by 
the LCE Board, the Forty Niner Home-
owners Association, Rinconado Estates 
Homeowners Association, Tanque Verde 
Guest Ranch, Cascabel Working Group, 
Cascabel Hermitage Association, Saguaro 
Juniper Corporation, Sky Island Alliance, 
and Environmental and Cultural 
Conservation Organization. One hundred 
and ten individual endorsers also signed 
on to the comments concerning the CNF-
WDMP.

A second opportunity arose to provide 
input to CNF when they issued a draft 
Environmental Assessment of Proposed 
Changes to Motorized Travel System. 
During the summer, a core group of vol-
unteers, most of whom are from the LCE 
neighborhood, including Bob Erickson, 
Herb Trossman, and Kirk Emerson, went 
on several field trips with Forest Service 
personnel to study the roads being con-
sidered for authorization. This led to the 
submission of comments on behalf of the 
Friends of Redington Pass on September 
19th (also available on the LCE website).

Other issues continue to arise concerning 
Redington Pass, and the core working 
group has taken steps to incorporate the 
Friends of Redington Pass (FRP) into an 
Arizona non-profit corporation. The
following Mission Statement and Prior-
ities are presented below:

FRP Mission:
Friends of Redington Pass advocates for 
the responsible stewardship of the Red-
ington Pass area and the preservation of 
its ecological, recreational, and cultural 
resources.

FRP Priorities are to work to:
• Assure conservation and restoration of 

sensitive riparian areas along the 
Tanque Verde Creek, its watershed and 

the wildlife corridors throughout the 
Pass.

• Improve opportunities for non-
motorized, quiet recreation activities 
such as hiking, biking, horseback 
riding, wildlife viewing, picnicking and 
camping.

• Improve management of all recrea-
tional uses.

• Improve safe conditions along 
Redington Road and throughout the 
Pass for residents and visitors.

FRP will continue to track activities on 
Redington Pass and keep the LCE Board 
and residents informed on its progress. 
On December 9th, FRP hosted another 
public meeting at the Tanque Verde 
Elementary School on the conditions 
and issues concerning recreational 
shooting in the Pass, including a pro-
posal by the Tucson Rod and Gun Club
for developing a shooting range.
Herb Trossman,
Chairperson

Website Committee
Our website, cebadilla.org, is presently 
receiving about 7 visits a day, an increase 
from last year’s report. Certain parts of 
the website continue to be password 
protected for viewing by LCE residents 
only (for example, the Treasurer Reports 
and Board Meeting Minutes). Password 

Redington Pass, photo: Kirk Emerson
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information for residents is published 
on the first page of the La Cebadilla 
Directory. It appears that about 85% of 
the visitors to the website are La 
Cebadilla residents. The remaining 15% 
visit the website after using a search 
engine. I suggest that all LCE residents 
periodically review the "Postings of La 
Cebadilla Estates Safety and Security 
Issues" found on the home page of the 
website, under "Announcements". I also 
request that the members of the Board of 
Directors submit any changes to me in a 
timely manner so that the website can be 
kept up-to-date. This includes minutes of 
the monthly and annual board meetings 
and information regarding upcoming 
social events.
Grant Bright, 
Chairperson

Cats & Birds
The fact that bird populations have 
declined dramatically in recent years has 
been well documented. Habitat loss is 
greatest contributor to the decreasing 
number of birds. Another contributor is 
the domestic cat, both feral and pet. It is 
estimated that cats kill hundreds of 
millions of birds each year. In addition, 
they also kill small mammals, amphibi-
ans, reptiles and insects. Cats kill instinc-
tively, not because they are hungry. A cat 
will kill a bird or other animal even 
though it is well fed and even if the cat 
has a bell hanging around its neck.

Keeping domestic cats indoors is the best 
way to protect not only birds and other 
small animals but also to prevent the cat 
from being preyed on by more skilled 
predators, such as bobcats, coyotes, 
hawks or owls.  While domestic cats are a 
serious problem, feral cats cause even 
greater damage to native animal popu-
lations. There is much controversy over 
how to deal with feral cats. Some advo-
cate trap, neuter and release but there is 
no scientific evidence that it will reduce 
feral cat populations. Neutered cats will 
continue to kill even if fed. In addition, 
feral cats can spread diseases not only to 
other animals but to humans as well. 
What is the solution? Here are some 
suggestions, none of which are ideal:

• Trap, neuter and try to domesticate the 
feral cat but this is difficult and is rarely 
successful.

• Trap, neuter and find an animal shelter 
that will take the feral cat, but it is not 
easy to find a shelter that will take feral 
cats.

• Trap, neuter and release but do not 
feed. This will not reduce feral cat 
populations, nor will it stop the 
predation of native animals, nor will it 
stop the spread of animal and human 
diseases. However, by not feeding the 
cat, it may prevent the cats from 
forming packs.

• Euthanize, but most people would not 
consider this as an option, even though 
it may be the most compassionate. Re-
member, feral cats do not die of old age. 
They are preyed upon by our native 
predators and usually die a violent 
death.

Herb Trossman

Welcome Committee
In 2010 no new members were visited. If 
anyone was missed and would still like a 
visit, please contact me.

The Welcome Committee for the last 
several years has only been one person 
and I have served since 2006. During the 
past few years the number of visits re-
quested has diminished, but my respon-
sibilities at home have not, therefore I 

have decided to resign from this position 
and ask anyone who is interested in 
serving on the committee to contact the 
LCE Board.

It has been a pleasure meeting some new 
neighbors and I hope I helped in educa-
ting them in the benefits of living in our 
area.
Susan Peterson, 
Chairperson

Saguaro skeleton on the trail between 
Placita el Algodon and Placita el 
Centeno

This rare example of a roadrunner 
exhibiting leucism (reduced pig-
mentation) was spotted on Placita el 
Algodon this past summer. Photo: 
Mike Headrick.


