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Dear LCE Neighbors,

I would like to thank each LCE Board member and
committee person for their service to the community.
Their volunteer service maintains and protects our
neighborhood. Secondly, we welcome Douglas Nelson
back to the Board of Directors, bringing his past expe-
rience to help guide us over the next few years. 

As our community matures, many will begin remodeling
their homes, adding secondary buildings, landscaping
or horse facilities and more. Recently, interpretation of
the CC&Rs has become an issue. May I strongly recommend
that before hiring architects or designers talk with the
Chairperson of either the Architectural
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Snow! Monday, January 22, 2007.

or Deed Restrictions Committee about whether your
plans comply with the CC&Rs. Each has a solid under-
standing of the CC&Rs. 

I feel very fortunate to have found and live in this lovely
community. I continue to believe that my role as President
is to preserve and protect LCE for future generations.
Will our great grandchildren see deer feed in the
riparian area? Will the javelina wreck havoc on new
plants and dump unprotected garbage cans? Will
hawks catch the wind, watching for bunny rabbits?
Will the winter rains, bring wild flowers? We are all
very privileged! 

Anne Snodgrass
LCE President
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La Cebadilla Estates Association Treasurer’s Report 
November 1, 2005 to October 31, 2006

20045-2006 2005-2006 2006-2007
Actual Budget BudgetRECEIPTS

Balance in Accounts November 1, 2005 $81,417.42
Dues 05-06 (154 @ $200) 30,805.00 30,800
Dues 06-07 (154 @210) 32,340
Dues (Delinquent) 410.00
Interest on Delinquent Dues 41.00
HB 2299 Fees 1,125.00 750 500
Architecture Fees 75.00 300 150
Interest on Bank Account 1,073.01 425 1,500
Total Receipts $33,529.01 32,275 34,490
DISBURSEMENTS
Monthly Meeting Expenses 300 300
Annual Meeting Expenses 313.38 350 200
Articles, By-Laws, Deed Restrictions Committees 150 0
Landscaping and Maintenance 4,080.00 4,500 4,500
Mail Box and Street Sign Maintenance 146.62 2,000 1,000
Reserve for Street Sign Replacement 2,000 2,000
Lake Maintenance 1,028.76 3,000 10,000
Social Committee Expenses 3,279.34 3,250 5,000
Legal Fees—Deed Restriction Violations 6,127.94 2,500 10,000
Legal Fees—Corporate Matters 675.00 3,500 1,000
Accounting Fee for Required Compilation Report 1,000 2,000
Newsletter and Directory expenses 2,845.37 2,500 3,500
Income Taxes and ACC Fee 118.00 250 500
Directors and Liability Insurance and Rural Metro 1,462.30 2,000 1,600
Postage / P.O. Box Fee / Treasurer’s Supplies / Dues 669.91 2,000 1,000
Architectural Committee Expenses
Community Horse Trail Expenses 38.92 500 500
Real Estate Taxes (3 lots) 18.30 25 25
Security Patrol 1,476.00 1,000 1,700
Storage Facility Rental 600.00 700 700
Website Expenses 187.30 750 300
Total Disbursements 23,067.14 32,275 45,825
TOTAL IN BANK ACCOUNTS OCTOBER 31, 2006 $91,879.29

Washington Federal S & L Money Market Account $51,073.01
Wells Fargo Bank Checking $3,829.32
Washington Federal S & L Checking Account $36,976.96
TOTAL IN BANK ACCOUNTS OCTOBER 31, 2005 $91,879.29

La Cebadilla Estates Association Treasurer’s Report of Assets & Liabilities
As of Oct. 31, 2005 and Oct. 31, 2006

Assets October 31, 2006 October 31, 2005
Cash — Checking, Wells Fargo Bank $ 3,829.32 $  3,887.32
Cash — Checking, Washington Federal S & L 36,976.96 77,530.10
Cash — Money Market Savings, Washington Federal S & L 51,073.01
Assessments Due 410.00 
Lien Costs Due on Delinquent Assessments 0.00 0.00
Three Lots Owned by Association 1.00 1.00
Total Assets $91,880.29 $81,828.42

Liabilities and Capital
Capital-Restricted (Reserve for Legal Fees) $40,000.00 $40,000.00
Capital-Restricted (Reserve for Lake/Sign Maintenance) 7,000.00 5,000.00
Unrestricted Capital 44,880.29 36,828.42
Total Liabilities and Capital $91,880.29 $81,828.42

Board of Directors
Anne Snodgrass

...................President
Paul Gelsinger

...........Vice President
Donna Byers ...Treasurer
Heather Nielsen

...................Secretary
Elizabeth Campion

.....................Director
Kirk Emerson ....Director
Ted McGuire .....Director
Doug Nelson......Director
Judy Temple ......Director

Committee Chairpersons
Architectural . . . . . . . . . Pat Napombejra
Deed Restrictions . . . Elizabeth Campion
Directory . . . . . . . . . . . . Monique Kornell
Community Trails . . . . . . Mike Headrick
Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Seeger
Lake Patrol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Outwater
Landscape . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cita Scott
Mailbox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Buffington
Newsletter . . Janelle Larsen and Mary Singer
Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Gelsinger
Security . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Ronstadt
Social . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mickie Gelsinger
Welcoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Peterson
Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grant Bright

2007 LCE DATES
Board of Directors Meetings

February..12 September ..............10
March .....12 October ....................8
April ..........9 Annual November..12
May .........14 December...............10

Board meetings are held at 7:00 pm
at Tanque Verde Elementary School
on Fennimore.

Annual Events
Family Lake Party on April 22

(rain date April 29)

Holiday Party on December 9

I want to thank the members of the LCE for bring-
ing to my attention the various violations discussed
here. We do not police the community and depend
on the cooperation of the members to ensure
that La Cebadilla preserves its unique features.

Several of the violations which have occurred
this year deal with construction.

In one case, new construction commenced with-
out notifying the Architectural Committee before
clearing of the lot started and without staking
and surveying the lot. Worked was halted until
the surveying work was completed and inspected.

In another case a swimming pool was built with-
out obtaining a permit and submitting the plans
to the Architectural Committee. The plans were
eventually submitted and approved after the fact.

A complaint that a house is being built within
the front fifty foot setback was found to be
without foundation.

We have only had one parking violation this
year. A horse trailer was parked in full view of
the street. The trailer was removed when the
owner sold the house and moved.

The white strips painted on the roof of one
house in LCE, which were highly visible from
the road, have been repainted to match the
color of the stucco on the walls.

Still outstanding is a violation which contravenes
Article 5 of the CC&Rs (Permitted uses). This is
currently subject to legal action. 

Elizabeth Campion
Chairperson

Deed Restrictions
Committee

Architectural Committee
When I was preparing this year’s report, I was
surprised that we did not have more action
because of the construction boom in Pima
County. However, we certainly had a very active
monsoon season and because of all the rain we
had, the desert looks great. Fellow homeowners
who are gardeners, I hope you had lots of success
with your garden this year.

Between Nov. 1, 2005 and Oct. 31, 2006, the
Architectural Committee reviewed 27 applications.
This is one more application than last year. 

3 New House Plans
2 Preliminary Plans for New Houses
4 Extensive Remodeling and Additions 

to Existing Homes
1 Green House Addition (2)
1 Swimming Pool 
1 Porch extension 
1 Guest House
1 Dog Run Continued on page 3
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I looked back over the 2005 mailbox committee
report and really can’t find anything new or
exciting to report. So I have just updated the
number of units furnished this past year and
reiterated all that good information contained
in last years report.

It does seem like we have solved the termite
problem of our mailbox stands with the use of
composition 4x4s for the “in ground” portion.
None of the stands we have planted in the last two
years or so have shown any termite damage or
other problems. However, when I look around
the subdivision I still see a lot of the old stands
that are pretty termite ridden and are in need of
replacement. I hesitate to prove the truth of my
observation and push them over because someone
might want me to dig the hole to plant a new one,
and as I have said in each of the past reports “I
don’t do holes.”   I’m really not looking for more
work but some of our stands look pretty shabby
and should be replaced. Also, if any of you would
like to spruce up your old stands I will be happy
to supply you with the necessary stain and paint
and even throw in a couple paint brushes.  Just
give me a call and I will be happy to make you
up a paint kit. If you need a new stand give me
about three days notice because I have to route
and paint the number boards and attach the
composite 4x4s. The paint kit can be furnished
by the time you drive over to get it.

Since the last report (Nov. 2005) we have replaced
four stands because of termite damage, and
furnished two complete units to newly constructed
homes. Actually, this is considered another good
year cause we did not lose one unit due to
vandalism. For your information one complete
mail box unit costs about $100 for materials.

I still have the name of a person who will
install mailbox stands for $100. That includes:
fetching the stand from my house, digging the
hole, planting the stand, installing the box and
bringing the damaged stand back to my place
so I can salvage the bolts and some of the 4x4s.
Give me a call if you are interested, 749 3967.

Bob Buffington, Chairperson

Mail Box Committee

The main agenda was addressing the damage
inflicted on the lake by the summer storms.
These caused significant filling of the north end
of the lake with sand and debris, an extensive
fish-kill due to lack of oxygen and an explosive
growth of weeds and cattails. Similar damage was
done to other lakes in the area. The committee
unanimously agreed that the north end will
require excavation of the sand and debris as
well as removal of cattails in order to return
the north arm to its original condition. We are
currently dealing with a very knowledgeable
and reputable excavator who would be able to
bring in heavy equipment and dig out the north
end to its original depth of about two feet and
haul out the sand and debris, preserving the

Lake Committee I am new to the Directory Committee, which
was ably chaired by Alice Hendrickson for the
past six years. We will all miss Alice and Alan
who have moved to Prescott and thank Alice
for all her efforts.

My job as Directory chair is to send out a welcome
letter to new residents along with a directory, LCE
parking stickers and a copy of the La Cebadillan
newsletter. I also advise them that La Cebadilla
is not covered by the Tucson Fire Department
and that they should contact Rural Metro. I keep
track of corrections to the Directory and distribute
revised editions early in the new year.

In addition to listing your neighbors, the directory
also gives the roster of the board of directors
and committee chairmen, the dates of the board

Directory Committee

Architectural Committee
Continued from page 2

2 Garage Additions 
1 Metal Roof Replacement
10 Exterior Paint Colors 

The majority of the applications received com-
plied with the deed restrictions. The few cases
that did not comply were discussed with the
property owners and resolved. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind
members that Pima County has an outdoor
lighting code. Our CC&Rs state the following in
article 15, section 6.

“Exterior lighting installed on any lot shall be
indirect or of such controlled focus and intensity
as not to disturb residents of adjoining property.” 

International Dark-sky Association www. darksky.
org has information on light pollution and how
and where to buy shields for your security lights.

An up-to-date copy of the County ordinance is
posted at www.darksky.org/resources/information-
sheets/is091.html.  

We are fortunate to be able to see part of the Milky
Way (not a candy bar) galaxy with the naked
eye and Venus and Mars, what inspirational
sights. Let’s keep it that way. 

Another issue that came up in this past year is
exterior paint colors. The CC&Rs require “earth
tone” colors. The committee believes that the
intention of this guideline is not to be restrictive
of the individual homeowner’s preferences but
to require that the chosen color blends in with
our surrounding desert colors. 

The Committee has turned down exterior color
submissions that are white, off white, and very
light bright colors.

Homeowners who are planning to repaint their
home this year may wish to consult the approved
paint list on our web site or contact the committee.

Pat Napombejra, Chairperson

shoreline and adjacent vegetation as much as
possible. Preceding this, we plan to lower the
lake level at least one foot using a self-contained
pump, in order to allow the excavator to get out
beyond the shoreline as far as possible. In the
meantime, David Walker, our lake consultant, will
obtain core samples of the depth and thickness
of the clay lining of the lake, in order to minimize
damage to the lining during the excavation. We
will have a formal estimate of how much this
whole project will cost in the next couple of
days, but we assume it will be around $6500 -
8000. We’re hoping this project can be begun
soon after Thanksgiving.

Until this project is completed, we will hold off
on the annual lake cleanup day until sometime
in January or February.

___
▼

___

As an addendum to the above report, to bring
things up to date, the north end of the lake was
excavated in mid-December, and the cattails were
removed from the north and west shorelines.
Some of the cattails extending beyond the
shoreline were beyond the reach of the excavator
and will need to be removed by other means. 

The annual lake cleanup will take place on
March 24, 2007 beginning at 9 am. The main
projects will include painting sealant on the dock
and picnic tables (brushes and rollers provided),
replacing a couple of sagging boards on the dock,
trimming low-hanging branches along the trail
and raking along the trail and in the picnic area
(bring extra rakes, saws and loppers). Depending
on how many helpers show, the whole project
should take no more than three or four hours.
Liquid refreshments will be available. We usually
finish with Rosati’s pizza.

Safety Note: Horses are not permitted on the dock.
The deck is not made to hold a horse and
someone could get hurt. 

Joe Seeger, Chairperson

meetings and of the family lake party and the
holiday party. The deed restrictions are included
for easy consultation, and one can also find the
hiking and horse trail map and a floodplain map.
At the front of the directory are emergency
numbers and a list of babysitters in La Cebadilla.

Please contact me with any corrections or
additions to the directory. I would particularly
ask new residents to give me their telephone
numbers. The directory also lists e-mail addresses,
so let me know if you wish to include these.

Monique Kornell, Chairperson
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The Social Committee organized and presented
two social functions in addition to hosting the
annual meeting in the year 2006. In April LCE
held its annual Family Picnic at the lake. We had
a wonderful turnout adding many new faces to
our gathering. As always this is a perfect time for
residents to spend time together while lunching
and watching all the children play. The “good ole”
whiffle ball games have brought together the
Association’s children now for the third year.
There were other games, crafts, and face and
body painting all going on at the same time being
enjoyed not only by kids but also by adults!  The
biggest hit at the picnic was when the children
were blindfolded and asked to hit a beautifully
decorated piñata filled with treats. They were
victorious in breaking it and were able to reap
their rewards. My thanks go out to all those
wonderful people who helped set up and break-
down the picnic area. This year’s Family Picnic
will be held on Sunday, April 22nd 2007. Hope
to see even more people attend this year.

The 2006 Holiday Party was held at the home of
Doug Wegner and Ann Pearson-Wegner on Sunday,
December 10th. We had a record breaking
attendance. Blue House Catering delivered deli-
cious appetizers; guests also brought appetizers
which together were displayed in a wonderful
presentation. Our residents brought an array of
dessert that practically disappeared before the end
of the evening. Shane Sonderer and his father,

Social Committee

Jean-Pierre, tended the bar in the patio
where many guests convened. Professional
musicians played holiday music. Ann and
Doug were great hosts and were very
gracious in opening their beautiful home
to us. We are fortunate that next year they
will host again. Many thanks go to Monique
Kornell, Kathy Sonderer and Marcia
Koehler for their dedicated assistance
and participation at this festivity.  

Last fall’s annual meeting was held at the
Tanque Verde Elementary library on
Tuesday, November 14th. The committee
presented desserts and beverages for all
those that attended.  

The purpose of these events is to give our
Association a greater sense of community.
Attendance in 2006 was wonderful and
hopefully will continue to grow in the future. 

Have a great 2007!  

Mickie Q. Gelsinger, Chairperson

Holiday Party 2006
A. Our hosts, Doug Wegner and Ann Pearson-Wegner

B. Maarten and Mary Kalway  C. Anne Snodgrass,

President D. Pat Napombejra, Architectural Chair

E. Jean-Pierre Sonderer  F. Karen Lake, Jim Byers,

and Jennifer Carr  G. Jim and Jan Ridgley, Ashlie and

Ron Jenkins  H. Mickie Gelsinger, Social Committee

Chair, and Donna Byers, Treasurer I. Toni Esquibel

and Mark Goldberg  J. Monique Kornell, Directory

Committee Chair, and Jeffrey Spier

A B
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It is the responsibility of this committee to 
contact new neighbors and with a Welcome
visit bring them information they haven’t
received from other sources. 

This includes a packet that contains history of
the subdivision, auto stickers to identify you as
a member of the community, information on
our lake, meetings, social events, community
trails for hiking and horseback riding, garbage
and fire protection and my personal  intimate
knowledge of the Saguaro National Park (East).
I carry hiking maps of the Park. A Welcome gift
is also presented.

A short biography is written on new residents
and the correct spelling of the family member
names and ages of children is also obtained.
Before publication I send what I have written
to the resident for approval, and if you do not
want any information released, that is respected.

If you decide you don’t want a visit, please notify
the committee chairperson of the Directory to
let them know the correct spelling, ages and
phone numbers you would like published in
the LCE directory. The Directory is for use by
LCE residents only.

To date all known new residents have been
contacted. If not, it is an oversight, and please
contact me. I will remedy the situation.

As always, Welcome to LCE.

Susan Peterson, Chairperson

Welcoming Committee

Leonard Cavero 
and Elizabeth Campion

13605 E. Camino La Cebadilla, Lot 119

After visiting Leonard and Elizabeth it is obvious
how special LCE is to them. First of all, they have
traveled  the world and found Tucson, and
especially LCE, the best place to call home.
Secondly, after living in an apartment for five years
they find home ownership stimulating mentally
and physically. Pounds have been lost due to the
physical exercise required in moving rocks etc.

Some personal history includes Elizabeth
growing up in England and living in France and
getting a PHD in the United States. For hobbies
she likes listening to classical music, reading,
gardening and traveling.

Leonard is from Spain and was educated as an
electrical engineer. He has done consulting in
utilities software development and was employed
by General Electric as an International Marketing
Researcher. He enjoys playing classical music
on the guitar and traveling, but due to all the
tasks needing attention in building a new home
he hasn’t been able to do much of either.

New Neighbors

George, Dawn, 
Chloe and Hanna Vance

2405 N. Avenida Sorgo, Lot 104

George and Dawn moved to LCE from Phoenix
in June, 2006. They have three year-old twin
daughters, Chloe and Hannah. Dawn grew up
in Brooklyn, NY and Indiana. George has lived
primarily in the Phoenix area, and is a portfolio
manager with Northern Trust. George is also a
musician who plays guitar, sings and writes
music. Dawn has a travel agency, specializing
in custom cruises for fund raising groups. They
both love to travel—especially taking cruises!

Ron Jenkins and 
Ashlie Count-Jenkins

13015 E. Cape Horn Drive, Lot 11

Ron and Ashlie moved here from the East
coast, but both have been around the country
during their life-time. Ron was in the Navy for
many years and Ashlie grew up in a Naval family.

Ron is currently employed at Raytheon and enjoys
coming home and experiencing the wildlife we
all appreciate living this far out of the city.

Ashlie keeps the household together and is cur-
rently busy overseeing remodeling projects. She
has a passion for sewing/crafts, plays the piano
and loves to go to the movies. So give her a call.

They have two children. Rod is in the Navy and
has recently deployed. We wish him a safe journey.
Their daughter Skyler is 18 and attending ASU.

Tom Kenyon and Sibo Bopp
1910 N. Placita El Zacate, Lot 121

Life’s paths can lead us in many directions.
Take for example our new residents Tom and
Sibo. They lived in Africa 23 years.

Sibo (a shortened version of her adoptive
name from an African family) went to Africa in

the Peace Corps to teach agriculture to high
school students. She is also an instructor for
yoga, reiki and water aerobics (specializing in
seniors). She is also looking for other artists
interested in water color.

Tom went to Africa to volunteer when he was in
medical school and later became a Pediatrician.
Most recently his career path landed him a job as
the Deputy Global HIV/AIDS Coordinator. In his
spare time Tom likes to hike and wind surf. Wind
surfing might prove challenging in the desert.

Both Tom and Sibo have lived in Tucson before
and love being in an area that provides oppor-
tunities for hiking.

Kim and Sajit Vinayat
13825 E. Redington Road, Lot 88

Kim and Sajit moved into LCE in October 2006,
but they have lived in Tucson since 2001.

Sajit grew up in the Washington D.C. area and
Kim grew up in Lake Havasau—both are
Georgetown Alumni.

Sajit is a Pathologist at St. Joseph’s Hospital
and for recreation enjoys motorcycles.

Kim is a nurse anesthetist and works part time
at the V.A. Hospital. Her spare time is occupied
with their two year-old daughter.

Kim and Sajit also enjoy working out at La
Mariposa when time permits.

Since moving in they’ve had some unusual
excitement. In a cave about three hundred feet
behind their house Africanized bees had taken
up residence. They called in professionals who
recommended removal of the hive because
bees are more aggressive when their hive has
no enclosure. Kim and Sajit feel a little safer
now, but have been forewarned that the bees
may return. Not the best of news, but one can
hope that they find a more remote location.

Tim and Jeanie Demers
2310 N. Avenida Sorgo, Lot 93

Our climate, and a daughter and son who are
enrolled in Arizona colleges brought Tim and
Jeanie to Tucson from Reading, PA. Another
daughter remained back East to finish college.
The Demers are bird watchers and enjoy hiking.
Living in the desert is an adjustment for Jeanie
as she has always lived in Reading, PA. She loves
to cook and is a cookbook collector. Tim collects
good wine. Tim is a lawyer and will be practicing
his profession in Tucson.

Kay and Bob Ratliff
13640 E. Camino La Cebadilla, Lot 48

Since their parents, Janelle and Keith Larsen
built here in 1977, Kay and Bob have been
frequent visitors and planned to retire in this
area. For the past 32 years, the Ratliffs have

Continued on page 7



Lake Party 2006
K. Valerie Hussey, Chris 

Barney, Julia Grover, 
Herb and Pat Trossman

L. Devin Hermes

M. Charles and Michelle 
Kershner

N. Donna and Jim  Byers 
with the tattoo artist

O. Christa Sonderer and 
Olivier Martin preparing
to take a crack at 
the piñata
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made their home in Batavia, Illinois—30 miles
west of Chicago in the Fox River valley. They
have two adult sons. Bob enjoyed a 25-year
career as Controller and CFO for the world’s
largest industrial water treatment company,
Nalco Chemical. He is now retired and ready to
play more golf and tennis. I must not fail to
mention he is one of those Nebraska Husker
football fans. Kay is an experienced volunteer
with organizations that support disabled persons,
victims of abuse, and the homeless. She looks
forward to pursuing volunteer opportunities in
our community.

This past summer’s monsoon season resulted
in multiple calls to the county for road clean-up.
Pima County was very cooperative in that regard,
with the exception of the ongoing flooding
problems involving Placita Las Avenas. The flood-
ing and silting problem in that area is complex
and not easily ameliorated. The association
members living in that area have met and are
taking a proactive approach to the street flooding
problem, but have not had much success in
getting the county to come up with a plan to fix
the problem. The board’s involvement has been
to help facilitate and support the homeowners
in their efforts.

I recently received a call for the grass to be cut
along the sides of the roads, especially along the
south sides of Camino La Cebadilla and Camino
Cartamo. In talking to the Pima County Operations
Department, I was told that the reason the grass
had not been automatically cut, as in the past,
was due to the overwhelming need for road and
flood damage repairs as a result of this past
summer’s monsoon. The grass is now scheduled
to be cut and should be done in the near future.

Repaving (Chip Sealing) of LCE streets is not
due until about 2009; the County will continue
patching as necessary and has been very good
about repairing potholes without request.  All
requests for road repair or cleanup should be
channeled through the Roads Committee.

Paul Gelsinger
Chairperson

Roads Committee

The La Cebadilla Website continues to be
updated as new information is received from
the Board and Committee members (Board
meeting minutes, Financial Reports, etc.)
Promptness in forwarding appropriate infor-
mation to be posted on the website is much
appreciated by the webmaster.

Statistics from the website hosting company

Website Committee

indicate moderate usage by Cebadilla members.  

A discussion regarding the contents of the website
continues to take place to determine whether
the password protection is really necessary.
Removal of the protection would allow non-
members such as relatives, people interested
in buying LCE property, realtors, etc. to access
the website. Other than the Board and committee
members, the website does not contain any
names and contact information of Cebadilla
homeowners. If necessary, a “members-only”
section could be made available for information
considered by the Board to be of a confidential
or proprietary nature, e.g. names of Board
members, minutes of Board meetings, etc.  Feel
free to express your feeling on this matter to any
of the Board members. You may email your
comments by clicking on the “Contact Us” tab on
the website and then selecting “Board of Directors”.

LCE Website: http://cebadilla.org
User Name: lce (LCE in lower case)
Password: barley 
Webmaster: Grant Bright 
(email address: webmaster@cebadilla.org)

Grant Bright
Chairperson

The heavy rains of this summer impacted our
trail system. The worst flooding occurred in the
La Cebadilla Wash (the small one that crosses
Redington Road and flows to the Tanque Verde
Wash). The flooding washed away our traffic
barriers at each end of the wash and in some
place cut new channels. The trail is still intact.
However, since the surroundings look different,
please use care to stay on the trail. The traffic
barriers have been replaced. 

One short section of trail was damaged beyond
repair. This section is on the lake lot (#60)
where the trail descended from the top of the
embankment to the west of the drainage from
the lake down to and across the drainage. The
flooding eroded the bank and exposed the root
system of a large tree. Given the difficulty of
constructing a safe trail through this area and
given that a convenient alternative on existing
trails is available, we are not rebuilding this
section at this time. The alternative is to descend
from the embankment into the Tanque Verde
Wash, turn east for a short distance to the drainage
from the lake and follow this drainage a few
feet to the undamaged portion of the trail. 

The rains also stimulated rapid plant growth.
While this created a beautiful desert environment
that we have not seen for several years, it has
caused overgrowth of the trails in many places.
With the help of several trail users; the trails
committee has trimmed most of the trail system.

Trails Committee

If you would like to help in future trimming of
the trails please call me at 760-0745. Also please
call me if you know of particular sections, which
need our attention. 

Our trail system significantly contributes to our
quality of life in La Cebadilla. However, it is
based upon cooperation between our neighbors
and fellow property owners. When you use the
trails, please respect the rights and privacy of
the property owners. 

I encourage you to use our trails and enjoy the
serenity and beauty of our desert. It is a wonderful
world out there.

Michael Headrick
Chairperson

This has been a relatively uneventful year in terms
of crime problems, neighbor complaints, and
security/safety issues brought to my attention.

During the spring and summer months there were
a number of noise complaints usually involving
loud music or conversation. In one or two
instances, those generating the noise were new
to the neighborhood and apparently were not
aware of how far sound travels on a quiet night.

We has some vandalism to outdoor and entryway
light fixtures along the Cebadilla loop. All of it
occurred on one night and (to the best of my
knowledge) no perpetrator has been identified.

Several people called me to report suspicious
activity, in most of those instances I advised them
to report it to the Sheriff’s Department. Some
of these calls involved what appeared to be a
homeless man, possibly a mental patient, who
was probably camping in the neighborhood and
who would use absent neighborhood residents’
pools and faucets for washing and drinking water.
Even though he was seen several times on
Redington and Cebadilla loop, pushing a grocery
cart, he was never reported doing anything illegal,
nor was his “camp” location identified. He’s
probably not the only one who has been doing
this, and it’s a reminder for all LCE residents to
walk their property regularly. The homeless
“community” has a good grapevine. If an area
gets a reputation as a good spot to squat because
of neighborhood inattention, a problem can
quickly develop. In spite of this incident, however,
it appears that more and more residents are
paying attention to strange people or vehicles
in the neighborhood, and calling the PCSD or
neighbors to give them a heads up.

We had at least two probable or confirmed rabid
animal incidents during the year and it appears
that this problem is getting to be year-round
rather that confined to the warm months. In our
area, the most common reports are of skunks,

Security Committee

Continued on page 8
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Donald Wesley Hickman
Don Hickman, an LCE resident since 1993, died
October 21, 2006 at the age of 65 following
complications of heart surgery.

Don was a retired Air Force Colonel spending
most of his 27-year career in the Jet Pilot Air
Training Command Program teaching aspiring
young pilots the thrill of supersonic flying in
the T-38. He also served a tour of duty in Vietnam
as a helicopter pilot. After retirement, Don opened
Saturn of Tucson and spent five years as the
manager. Don is survived by his wife Bonnie, son
Jeff and his wife Alysia, daughter Laurie Fisher
and her husband Bill. There are five grandchildren.
We LCE neighbors extend our sympathy for the
Hickman family’s unfortunate loss.

Karen M. Vick
Karen has been a member of our community for
a number of years. She passed away on February
13, 2007 at the age of 53. We extend our sincere
sympathy to Gerry Beal and Karen’s family for
their untimely loss.

In Memory

Rural Metro is required to respond to a fire
with adequate capability to control it. The
catch is that non-subscribers are billed for this
response, which can be very costly.

Subscribers pay an annual rate based on the
size of their property. The service includes
paramedic response, reptile removal and home
safety inspections. You can phone the business
office at 297-3600 for additional information.

Rural Metro
Between the 25th and 31st of July, 8.7 inches
of rain was recorded by residents Jim and
Donna Byers. On July 31st we received 4.5
inches! Our total for 2006 was 19 inches. The
Catalina Hwy. and Tanque Verde area recorded
18.87 inches. Only the Sabino Canyon Recre-
ation Area recorded more with 20.92 inches.

2006 Rainfall in LCE

Greetings from Tohono Chul Park!  

We wish to invite your homeowners to enter
the Annual Xeriscape contest sponsored by the
Arizona Department of Water Resources in
partnership with Tohono Chul Park. This
important contest promotes the use of native
and low-water-use plants. Are there members
of your community that advocate the use of
Xeriscaping principles? Is there are person that
you might want to acknowledge for their dedi-
cation and diligence to the promotion of native
and arid-adapted plants?  The contest is open
to homeowners who have designed and
installed their own landscapes. The deadline
for entry is April 9, 2007.  

Contest information, rules and applications are
available on-line at www.tohonochulpark.org
or www.azwater/tama.gov.  Please feel free to
contact me for further information. 

Sharon Stringer
Special Events Coordinator

Tohono Chul Park 
520)742-6455

sharonstringer@tohonochulpark.org

Xeriscape Contest

bats, foxes, coyotes and bobcats. It is important
to remember that all mammals who live around
here are susceptible, including javelina.

The fact that we got through one of the driest
pre-monsoon seasons on record without a
serious fire is a credit to the diligence of many
LCE residents in keeping weeds and other 
vegetation trimmed, as well as taking other fire
precautions. It appears, however, that because
of the late summer rains, we could be facing
another dangerous fire season.

Loose or wild animal problems remained at
about the same level as the past two years.
Newer residents, especially, are reminded that
the County leash law extends to pets even on
their own property if they’re not confined to a
back yard or run. This means that if your dog
runs out to the edge of the driveway and scares
someone passing by, you may be liable. All 
residents are reminded that is now illegal to
put out feed for any wild critter larger than a
bird or squirrel.

The Security and Safety Committee has no specific
requests or recommendations at this time, but
welcomes suggestions or questions.

Peter Ronstadt
Chairperson

Frontier Assets patrols our lake area three times
a week from the end of March to the  beginning
of November when we get most of the trespassers.
Please support their efforts by displaying the
LCE decal on your vehicles (details above).
Their phone number is 885-7530, and they
can be called any time for security visits during
this season. Please note, our LCE Homeowners
Association is billed for each of these calls. The
Sheriff will also respond when called.

Lake Security Committee

Putting the LCE decal on your vehicles can help
our community in at least two ways. Decals assist
our lake security service, the Sheriff, and residents
living near the lake in knowing whether a resident
is parked there. 

Secondly, if your vehicle breaks
down on Redington Road, the
LCE decal lets other motorists
know it’s a neighbor who is in
need of assistance.

So put the LCE “brand” on your car rear window
or bumper! Decals are available anytime from
either Monique Kornell 760-4458, Ann Snodgrass
760-9625, or Susan Peterson 760-8895.

Judy Temple

A Good Thing

Security Committee
Continued from page 7
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Buffelgrass poses a catastrophic danger to our
beloved desert land. This grass is an invasive
species that crowds out native species and fuels
desert wildfires that are historically unknown in
the region. Much of our desert vegetation, such
as saguaros and palo verdes, is fire intolerant.
Fires fueled by buffelgrass are extremely devas-
tating, permanently destroying all vegetation in
their swath. Please see the enclosed brochure for
an illustration of the ruins left by a buffelgrass fire.

At the LCE HOA meeting in November of 2006,
the UA Desert Lab’s Ben Wilder spoke of the
critical danger posed by buffelgrass and fountain
grass. He stressed that it is imperative that we
all make our best efforts to eradicate these
species. During the growing season a herbicide

Buffelgrass
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Mickie Gelsinger and her granddaughter, Devin Hermes,
having a ball on the banks of the Tanque Verde a few days
after our most impressive rainfall July 31, 2006.

Sunset, January 2, 2007.

The photography in this issue
is courtesy of Monique Kornell,
Paul and Mickie Gelsinger, Joy
Phoenix, and Lisa Erickson.

such as Round-up may be used, otherwise they
must be dug or pulled out. It is labor intensive,
but essential work.  

In our subdivision we do have extensive areas
covered with buffelgrass. Scattered stands are
spread throughout the entire subdivision, but
some areas are heavily infested, potentially
fueling significant fires that could quickly
spread to homes in addition to destroying
desert vegetation. Residents who would like
additional assistance in identifying buffelgrass
may contact LCE resident Joy Phoenix, 749-2229,
for assistance. At an upcoming meeting of the
LCE Board of Directors, the Board will consider
this critical matter.

Pictured right: Buffelgrass.


